
 

APPROPRIATIONS REQUEST FORM 
OREGON HOUSE DELEGATION 

FISCAL YEAR 2010 
 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: FEBRUARY 20, 2009 
 

PLEASE NOTE: As required by the House Appropriations Committee, all requests will 
be made public on the requesting Member's website. 
 
1.   Project Title:  
 
Goose Depredation Funding 

 
2.   Organization Name and address:  
 

Oregon Farm Bureau Federation 

3415 Commercial Street 

Salem, OR  97302 

 
3.    Primary Contact name, phone number, mobile phone number, fax number and 
email:  
 
4.   Project Location Address (if different from Organization):     
 
Assistance will be given through U.S. Department of Agriculture - Wildlife Services to individual farming operations based on 

request. 

 
5.   Please describe the requesting organization’s main activities, and whether it is a 
public, private non-profit, or private for-profit entity: 

The Oregon Farm Bureau (OFB) is a voluntary, grassroots, nonprofit organization representing the interests of the 
state's farmers and ranchers in the public and policymaking arenas. As Oregon's largest general farm organization, 
its primary goal is to promote educational improvement, economic opportunity, and social advancement for its 
members and the farming, ranching, and natural resources industry as a whole. "The voice of Oregon agriculture," 
OFB works to find solutions that will benefit all of the state's agriculture producers. 

OFB traces its roots to 1919 when the Umatilla County Farm Bureau was established in the heart of the state's wheat 
country. The Oregon Farm Bureau was formally incorporated in 1932. The state's headquarters remained in 
Pendleton until 1949, when it moved to Salem. Farm Bureau is organized in all 36 Oregon counties. Today, OFB has 
about 54,000 members, with about 8,900 of these being professionally engaged in agriculture.  

The county Farm Bureau is the foundation for Farm Bureau at the state and national levels. Oregon has 32 
organized, active county Farm Bureaus covering all 36 Oregon counties. Each county Farm Bureau has its own 
board and officers and is a vital link between the organization's membership, its policy development, and 
implementation efforts. Country-wide, Farm Bureau's 5.5 million member families are organized into more than 2,900 
county Farm Bureaus. 

Among Farm Bureau's core principles are voluntary membership; open, democratic, and transparent processes of 
governing, finance, and policymaking; equal opportunity; the importance of family; and above all, power resting in the 
hands of voting members. 



OFB is part of the American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF), a member-funded, politically independent federation of 
nearly 3,000 county Farm Bureaus throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. AFBF's 5.5 million members make 
it the largest agricultural group in the world.  

6.  Briefly describe the activity or project for which funding is requested (please keep to 
500 words or less.) 
 
This funding will assist in supporting additional personnel / equipment from U.S. Department of Agriculture - Wildlife Services 

(WS) to respond to landowner requests for assistance, and keep geese from damaging important croplands.  The Wildlife 

Services program cooperates with landowners, resource managers and the public to protect natural resources.  Protection 

activities include projects to protect threatened and endangered animal/plant species, natural areas, game species and other 

valued wildlife.  The $1,000,000 request OFBF is making for the Wildlife Services Program is specifically for the management 

of the goose population in Oregon to directly assist landowners in managing the birds and protecting their crops and land.  

Assistance will be inclusive in the use of pyrotechnics and other hazing tolls/methods.  WS has been unable to respond to all 

requests for assistance.  In addition, assistance is currently not available for the entire time the geese are in the wintering 

area. 

 

An example of previous funding appropriated in FY 2002 is that it supported 6 seasonal positions in Oregon that assisted 159 

different farms by training producers in the use of pyrotechnics and other hazing tools/methods and we worked along side 

producers as well.  Wildlife Services was able to distribute 9,182 devices.  They were also able to support the seasonal 

personnel with the existing infrastructure already in place from federal/state/county funding at that time.  In 2003, the funding 

was cut and this ended any real help producers have had with goose damage.  Given the state funding cut that is anticipated it 

will be a challenge to build a program to help with goose damage to crops.   

 

7. Has this project received federal appropriations funding in past fiscal years?   
 
Yes 

 
7a. If yes, please provide fiscal year, Department, Account, and funding amount of any 
previous funding.    
 
1999, USDA, Wildlife Services, Unknown 

2000, USDA, Wildlife Services, Unknown 

2001, USDA, Wildlife Services, Unknown 

2002, USDA, Wildlife Services, $205,000 

 
8.  Federal agency and account from which funds are requested (Please be specific –
e.g. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Economic Development Initiatives 
account):  
 
USDA, Wildlife Services 

 
9. What is the purpose of the project? Why is it a valuable use of taxpayer funds? How 
will the project support efforts to improve the economy and create jobs in Oregon?   
 
The $1,000,000 is requested as a set aside for Oregon and goose damage to farming operations.   

 

10.  Have you requested funding for this project from other Members of Congress?  
If so, who? 
 

Senator Ron Wyden 

Senator Jeff Merkley 

 

11.  Funding Details:  



 
a. Total project cost (all funding sources and all years):  
 

Success is dependent on activities being continued for several years.  The limitations of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

and goose management plans limit the number of birds and when and where the birds can be taken.  The Wildlife 

Services program has proven to be an effective tool that can work within the parameters that have been set, but long 

term success is dependent of continued funding.  

 

b. Amount being requested for this project in Fiscal Year 2010:   
  

$1,000,000 

 
c. What other funding sources (local, regional, state) are contributing to this project or 
activity?  (Please provide specific dollar amount or percentage.) 
 

Wildlife Services is a cooperatively funded program and has three primary government sources of funding including federal, 

state and county sources.  There is also a growing number of private funding, which is inclusive of individual landowners.  

Total all government sources (Federal/state/county) is $5,266,883. 

 

d. Do you expect to request federal funding in future years for this project?    
 
Yes 
 
e. Breakdown/budget of the amount you are requesting for this project in FY 2010.     

(e.g. salary $40,000; computer $3,000): 
 
f. Please list public or private organizations that have supported/endorsed this project: 
  
Oregon Farm Bureau Federation 

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (put in similar request through Governor Kulongoski) 

 
g. Is this project scalable? (i.e. if partial funding is awarded, will the organization be able 
to use the funds in FY 2010?): 

 
Yes 

 
 


