
 

APPROPRIATIONS REQUEST FORM 
OREGON HOUSE DELEGATION 

FISCAL YEAR 2010 
 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: FEBRUARY 20, 2009 
 

PLEASE NOTE: As required by the House Appropriations Committee, all requests will be 
made public on the requesting Member's website. 

 
 
1.   Project Title: Northwest Center for Small Fruit Research (OR, WA, ID) 
 
2.   Organization Name and address:  
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, Oregon 97331-4501 
 
3.    Primary Contact name, phone number, mobile phone number, fax number and email:  
 

 
4.   Project Location Address (if different from Organization):     
This is a tri-state project with collaborators in Washington and Idaho. In Oregon, the project has 
funded competitive grants in areas including Hood River (cherries), North Willamette (blueberries) 
and Coos County (cranberries).   
 
5.   Please describe the requesting organization’s main activities, and whether it is a public, 
private non-profit, or private for-profit entity: 
 
Public University. Oregon State University is one of only two U.S. universities designated a land 
grant, sea grant, space grant and sun grant institution. Its more than 20,300 students come from all 
50 states and more than 80 countries. OSU programs touch every county within Oregon, and its 
faculty teach and conduct research on issues of national and global significance. 
 
6.  Briefly describe the activity or project for which funding is requested (please keep to 500 
words or less.) 
 
The Northwest Center for Small Fruits Research (NCSFR) provides competitive grants to enhance 
profitability and sustainability for a number of crops. This includes blueberries, strawberries, 
raspberries, blackberries, cranberries, table grapes, wine grapes, huckleberries, gooseberries, and 
black currants. The Pacific Northwest is the largest blueberry production area in the world and 
demand has risen dramatically in recent years both in domestic and international markets. The 
importance of berry and grape production has long been recognized in the Pacific Northwest where 
these high value specialty crops now make up a large component of agricultural product sales. 
 
Research priorities for each small fruit crop are established by the combined efforts of industry 
representatives and scientists. They are based on constraints on production and processing in the 
areas of breeding, integrated pest management, physiology, enology, small fruit horticulture, and 



genetics. The priority setting process ensures an effective means to respond to current challenges 
within the small fruits industries. 
 
The highly integrated research is conducted by faculty at land grant universities, scientists at the 
USDA-Agricultural Research Service (ARS), and industry counterparts in the three Pacific Northwest 
states. There is no one facility, but rather a consortium of people, industries, programs and research 
stations working in unison to meet common goals. The Center is a partnership between the land grant 
institutions, the USDA (both ARS and CSREES) and over 13 different commodity commissions and 
organizations in the three states.  
 
The paramount goal of the Center is the coordinated development of research program. All projects 
funded by the Center are reviewed for both scientific quality and relevance of research to industry 
needs. The Center provides a highly integrated and progressive approach to genetics research, plant 
breeding, pest management, decision-based marketing and packaging, processing methods to 
improve quality, and production methods directed towards increased quality. The Center fosters the 
development of a national exchange network for small fruit research.  
 
7. Has this project received federal appropriations funding in past fiscal years?  Yes 
 
7a. If yes, please provide fiscal year, Department, Account, and funding amount of any 
previous funding.    
 
From USDA/CSREES:  
FY09 allocation pending 
FY08 $326,697, allocation post 0.7% rescission 
FY07 $0 
FY06 $409,429, awarded 
 
8.  Federal agency and account from which funds are requested (Please be specific –e.g. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, Economic Development Initiatives account):  
USDA/CSREES 
 
9. What is the purpose of the project? Why is it a valuable use of taxpayer funds? How will the 
project support efforts to improve the economy and create jobs in Oregon?   

 
The program supports the grape and berry industries of the Pacific Northwest and other regions of 
the nation, which continue to grow in size and production volume yet face issues such as competition 
for quality water, pests and diseases, and skyrocketing fertilizer and labor costs. It supplements state 
funded programs that create research solutions for profitability and global competitiveness of the 
region’s small fruit industries. The program provides research and teaching jobs (field and laboratory 
technicians, graduate research assistants, student workers), in addition to maintaining research 
programs of scientists of the collaborating entities.  
 
10.  Have you requested funding for this project from other Members of Congress?  

If so, who? Support is being sought from the entire Oregon Congressional Delegation 
 
11.  Funding Details:  

 
a. Total project cost (all funding sources and all years): $500,000 annually 

 



b. Amount being requested for this project in Fiscal Year 2010:  $500,000 
 
c. What other funding sources (local, regional, state) are contributing to this project or 
activity?  (Please provide specific dollar amount or percentage.) 
 
In nearly all cases, principal investigator salary and benefits are not paid through grants provided 
under this program and therefore represent an in-kind match of state dollars to funded research and 
extension programs. The program does not allow payment of graduate student tuition but will allow 
payment of student stipends. The partner universities in the past provide tuition payment through 
state funds. This grant program does not allow partner universities to charge overhead expenses, 
hence the universities are covering facilities maintenance, operations, repair and upgrading expenses 
as well as administrative operational expenses through other funding sources. In most instances, 
principal investigators have secured funding for parallel research through state commodity 
organizations or other state agencies. While difficult to quantify on a specific basis and varying from 
year-to-year, non-federal contributions are at least 1.5 to 1 for each federal dollar provided to the 
program. 
 
d. Do you expect to request federal funding in future years for this project?   Yes 
 
e. Breakdown/budget of the amount you are requesting for this project in FY 2010.     

(e.g. salary $40,000; computer $3,000): 
 

Funds are awarded through a competitive process with true peer and grower evaluation of submitted 
proposals. A small portion of the funds (15%) is used to run the competitive process and to support 
the national online information network (InfoNet). The bulk of the funds go to on-the-ground research 
and extension programmatic activities with funds specifically being used to support research 
technicians, graduate research assistant salaries, student workers, field and laboratory expenses, 
other materials and supplies, and project travel expenses. We estimate that about a half of the 
program funds are spent on supplies and services (field and laboratory), publications and travel; the 
balance goes into salaries. 
 
f. Please list public or private organizations that have supported/endorsed this project: 
Washington Agricultural Research Center 
Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station 
USDA CSREES National Program 
USDA Agricultural Research Service 
USDA Agricultural Research Service  
Oregon Strawberry Commission 
Oregon Blueberry Commission 
Oregon Raspberry & Blackberry Commission  
Oregon Wine Board  
Oregon Cranberry Farmers Alliance  
Oregon Cranberry Growers Association c/o Northwest Administration  
 
g. Is this project scalable? (i.e. if partial funding is awarded, will the   

organization be able to use the funds in FY 2010?): 
 

If funding were only partially awarded, it is likely that new projects will not be funded and only ongoing 
and concluding projects will receive funds. 

 



 
 


